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Dear Friends,

Idaho BaseCamp helps children develop their
Inner BaseCamp — their internal compass of
responsibility, courage, respect, and connection
— through outdoor adventure education rooted 
in Idaho’s wild spaces.

Since 1998, I have seen dreams come into reality. Through 28 years of
MAT Camp and 10 years of Idaho BaseCamp, I've watched campers
become counselors, counselors become camp parents, amateurs
become professionals, and IBC go from a passion project to a trusted
organization. 

Our operation has become a well-oiled machine that runs five impactful
programs: Mountain Adventure Tours, Sahm 5th Grade Outdoor
Adventure Program, Explorers (in partnership with Far + Wise), Outdoor
Hispanic Leaders, and Sprouts Kinderschool. 

As we reflect on this past year, it is an honor to share this Annual Report
with you, our community, to demonstrate the impact you have made
through your support of Idaho BaseCamp.

We serve about 1,200 students annually, taking youth into wild Idaho
spaces for a tech-free experience that allows them to build their Inner
BaseCamp — their internal compass to navigate life.

                The message that runs clear as Redfish Lake is: “People are 
                  worried today’s kids are growing up in a world where screens
                and AI have replaced unstructured play, exploration, and
                   time in nature, leaving them without the confidence,
                        resilience, and connection to be ready for what’s ahead.”



Building on that philosophy and the hope to impact more lives, IBC
broke ground on our new lodge and employee house up at
“BaseCamp” — the Big Lost Campus. Together, we are building the
future for our children and grandchildren. We are responsible for
making decisions today that are based on solid values that will
withstand the test of time. 

Thank you for your support of IBC and for modeling personal
responsibility, courage, and respect for our children.

With deep gratitude,

Mat Gershater
Founder and Executive Director

We believe that by stepping away from screens and into wild spaces, we
invite the next generation to discover genuine play where childlike
wonder and unadulterated joy thrive. IBC knows that through immersive
outdoor adventure education, children build the resilience, self-reliance,
and confidence that become their compass for life. Your commitment
to this work is what brings these dreams to reality.



855 $42K
in Camp Scholarships

awarded
Camp spots filled

372
Kids who slept 
under the stars

MOUNTAIN ADVENTURE TOURS

“It surprised neither of us when
the IBC experiences were the
ones that showed up in our
daughter’s college applications.
The experience is formative,
intense, lasting and it’s
positive.”

Brooks Preston
M.A.T. Camp Parent 

and IBC Board Member



427
Students served

12
Schools from five counties

868
S’mores roasted

SAHM 5TH GRADE PROGRAM

“At Idaho BaseCamp, our students were pushed outside of
their comfort zones in ways that built both resilience and
connection. They participated in a trust walk—learning to
let go of that uncomfortable feeling and rely on their peers
for guidance. In those moments, they not only overcame
fears but also discovered the power of supporting one
another. The challenges they faced at BaseCamp made them
stronger and more confident.”

Stephanie Wallace
Principal at Hailey Elementary School 



6
Years completed New outdoor experiences 

115+

OUTDOOR HISPANIC LEADERS

“I am an Outdoor Hispanic Leader
because I like adventures and I like
to see new things. My goal this year
is to get out of my comfort zone and
try new things that I've never done
before. Probably the most important
thing I've learned is to respect others,
to respect my peers and basically
everyone around me.”

Allen
OHL participant

23
Students served

this year



80
Students served

this year

6+
Community
partnerships

757
Arrows shot

during archery

EXPLORERS

“I really like going on IBC adventures because you
can see new stuff that not everyone can see and
you learn new things about the environment…
[one thing I learned is that] we should let nature
be and not disturb the animals around us.”

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 

Eileen
Explorers Participant



5
Years completed

4
Special festivals 

celebrated

319
Tomatoes grown and picked

this year

SPROUTSKINDERSCHOOL

“Our family is very thankful for the
nourishing and nurturing environment
found within Sprouts; from the beautiful
daily rhythms the children grow
accustomed to, to the animals they care for
and love, to summer afternoons spent
down by the river and snowy fireside
mornings — Sprouts is a gift to our child
that we will forever be thankful for!”

Anna S.
Sprouts Kinderschool parent



A heartfelt thank you to everyone
who supported getting kids outside
through Idaho BaseCamp. Because
of you, kids are discovering their
Inner BaseCamp and developing
their Compass for Life. 
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Be Outside, Idaho • Blaine County School District • CHIF St. Luke’s  • Conrad Brothers
Construction • Earthshine Foundation • Far + Wise • Gardner Foundation • Heinz
Family Foundation • Horizon Foundation • Idaho Central Credit Union • Idaho
EcosySTEM • Idaho National Laboratory • Marshall Frankel Foundation • Maxwell
Engineers • M. J. Murdock Charitable Trust • Native Landscapes • Rainbow Sandals
Foundation • Sahm Family Foundation • Silver Family Foundation  • Springcreek
Foundation • Spur Community Foundation • Wood River Women’s Foundation • 
Wynn Family Foundation • Youth Philanthropy Initiative 

Our supporting foundations and partners

Revenue
$1,309,451

Program
Fees

$719,850 Rental Income 
$43,100

Grants and
Donations
$523,064

Other Income
$23,437

Expenses
$1,152,081

Programs - 75% 
$750,269

Mission Critical
Support- 16%
$293,139

Fundraising - 9%
$108,619

mailto:office@idahobasecamp.org
https://www.iccu.com/


IBC SUPPORTERS
James Allison
Jessica and Josh Alsberg
Nick and Julia Anderson
Brandt and Jessica Anderson
Kirsten and Chris Backus
McNair and Will Bailey
Brett Baker and Evelyn Stevens
Neal Barbiero
Drew Behnke and Chloe Thomas
The Benevity Fund
Jessica and Matt Benjamin
Andrew Bennett and Alexis Mersel
Zac and Jennifer Bern
Alex Binkley and Aimee Layton
Aurelie Bayer Boloix
Morgan and Ede Booth
Stephanie Bordes & Shai Rotenberg
Bob Brennan
Amanda and Sam Brown
Bud Bruggamen
Robert Burkheimer
Bradley and Alexis Burwell
Franny and Steven Canfield
Danielle and Kenton Carruth
Kim and Andy Castellano
Sally and Andrew Chapin
Josephine Chiles and Max McCal
John and Amy Cholnoky
Jeff and Jennifer Christian
The James and Barbara Cimino Foundation
Alicia and Eric Cohen
Gail Cohen
Krista and Ross Copperman
Stoney Cox & Laura Lisowski
Kristin and Adam Croissant
Owen Cunningham and Jennifer Lawson
Anne and Scott Davis
Iny Day-Truppi
Catherine and Cory DeFrancisco
Brett Derby
Jerry Deutsch
Mike Devine
Sadie and Brennan Diaz
Johnathan & Susan Dolgen Family Foundation
Matching Gift Donation
Jessica and Matt Dornak
Heather and John Douglas
Sally and Bill Douglas
Beth Dozoretz
Marsha and Oleg Elkhunovich

Kelly and Patrick Ellison
Jay and Lindsey Emmer
Terri Epstein
James and Leigh Everitt
Margaret and Matthew Farmer
Marie Claire Ferretti
Jon Fitzgerald
Michaela and Peter Forelli
Ryan Frieder and Quindaro Cheatham
Jeremy Fryberger
Christine and Curtis Gardner
Jeina and Tim Garvin
Megan and Jon Gayman
Ethan Gerber
Burt and Wendy Gershater
Lihi Gershater
Mathew and Whitney Gershater
Jennie Gershater and Louie Lopez
Jack and Colleen Gilligan
Elizabeth and Andrew Grauer
Catha and Erik Groot
John Grossman / Grossman Family Foundation
Kim and Jay Hagenbuch
Jennifer Hawks and Ramin Djawadi
Aimee and Brian Haynes
Cassandra and Todd Heckmann
Andrea Heckmann
Katy and Brock Heckmann
Rona Heifetz
The Heinz Family Foundation
Jeanne L. Herberger
Sam Herrick
Lynn Higgins
Tara Hindman
Daniella Hirschfield and Will Weddig
Daniel and Alicia Hollis
Emily and Roger Huffstetler
Cassandra & Parker Hume
Pamela Irby
Christie Jacobs
Kristen and Jeffrey Jaeger
Prasantha Jayakody and Michele Armstrong
Johnson Family Foundation
Roger Johnson
Kristen and Wes Jones
Tracy and Eric Kanowsky
Karine and Dave Kashen
Mike Keenan
Rich and Gina Kelley
Sabrina and Sam Kelley



IBC SUPPORTERS
Elizabeth and Tucker Kelton
RJK Entertainment
Max Lalanne
Lisa Lamberson
Diane and Brian Langstraat
Molly and Kurt Lansing
Andrea Laporte
Chris and Jennifer Laporte
Timothy and Olga Laporte
Kelly and Paul Lees
Jon Leidel
Bill Leyrer
Ali Long
Lucky Seven Foundation
Sara Lurie
Alicia and Tom Lyon
Scott Manson
Mike McKinney
Trish and Rory McKinney
Courtney and Brian McNeill
Julie and Jon Meyer
Michael Meyer
Evan Mizrachy and Satkartar Khalsa
Daniella and Charles Munzig
Judith G Munzig
Charles Nelson
Cindy and Chris Nelson
David Nielsen and Nicole Weiss
Anne and Clay Nielsen
Noyes Charitable Fund
Jamie and Matthew O'Brien
Preston O'Brien
Joelle O'Connor and Jed Rivetts
Aisha and Brian Oravec
Julie and Mark Osher
Albina and Jeff Parks
Pledgeling Foundation
Lexie Praggastis and John Reuter
Michelle and Thomas Praggastis
Brooks and Lila Preston
Granthia Preston
Jennifer and Luke Proskine
Rainbow Sandals Foundation
Hannah and Luke Redfern
Brian Roberts
The Robertson Foundation
Jessica Rolph
Jeff and Elana Rose
Kyle and Cory Rourke
Lexi and Michael Rowell

Sahm Family Foundation
Jaime and Peder Schmitz
Jenny and Ty Schultz
Caroline and Dan Searle
Clark Shafer
Daphne Shye and Calman Prussin
Silver Family Foundation
Phil Silver
Gretchen Sisson and Andrew McCollum
Jeff and Becquel Smith
Joanna and Scott Smith
Karen Smith
Snake River Investment Counsel
John Sofro
Native Landscapes
Kristin and Ben Spohn
Kyle Sproul and David Nitzschke
The Spur Foundation
Kim and Robert Stewart
David and Brennen Strine
Sun Valley LLC
Lisa and Brandon Sweeney
Susan Spooky Taft
Nicholas and Meredith Tan
Natalie and Mike Taquino
Gemma Tedesco
Doug and Dana Thomas
Scott Thomson
Robbie and Todd Tradal
Kiette Tucker
Lacey Wadsworth
Tracy and Justin Ward
Alex and Kris Washburn
Katie and Bob Weston
Bex Wilkinson
The Willinphila Foundation
Senta Rand and Angus Wilson
Sarah Woodward
Elaine P. Wynn & Family Foundation Foundation
Stanley and Barbara Zax
Jon Zeitlin & Lisa Waltuch
Neil Zussman



THE IBC TEAM

Shout out to all our amazing seasonal staff who join IBC each summer to
provide the best experience possible for Mountain Adventure Tours campers! 

STAFF

BOARD
James Everitt (President & Treasurer)
Jack Gilligan
Jennie Gershater Lopez
Whitney McNees (Secretary)

Anne Nielsen
Brooks Preston
Jeff Rose

OF DIRECTORS

“Every day that I picked [my child] up, it was clear that the
IBC staff was not only attentive to his needs throughout
the day, but they provided him with heaps of meaningful
connection. In addition, the mission of growing in
personal responsibility, courage, and respect was
successful in the sense that I truly felt that my 4 year old
was introduced to these values in a way that was 
age appropriate and foundational, rather 
than surface level.” Kate L.

Mountain Adventure Tours parent

Mat Gershater
Executive Director

Whitney McNees
Program Director

Joelle O’Connor Rivetts
Office Administrator &
M.A.T. Director

Max Lalanne
Marketing &
Project Manager

Jessie Armstrong
M.A.T. Director

Larissa Alvarado 
Sprouts Teacher

Ethan Gerber
Program Leader

Ella Silver
Program Leader

Teagan Felerski
Assistant Sprouts Teacher



WAYS TO GIVE

Donate directly

Idaho BaseCamp welcomes
annual contributions and
recurring monthly gifts. Scan
the QR code to give online.

Recommend a grant from
donor advised fund

You can use our Tax ID: 
#27-342-7884 to recommend a
grant from your donor-
advised fund.

Transfer stocks or securities

Avoid capital gains taxes and
provide a federal income tax
deduction for the current
market value of your gift by
donating appreciated stocks
and bonds.

Make a legacy gift

Remember Idaho BaseCamp in
your will or living trust. Reach
out to us for more information.
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Idaho BaseCamp helps children
develop their Inner BaseCamp — their

internal compass to navigate life —
through outdoor adventure education

rooted in Idaho’s wild spaces.
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